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The Oregon Hatchery Research Center (OHRC) 
Board Meeting Minutes 

  
 Date: February 17, 2015 
 Time: 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 Location: By Conference Call 
  

 

Type of Meeting:  Oregon Hatchery Research Center (OHRC) Board 

OHRC Board Members:  Peter Tronquet, Kyle Smith, Lindsay Ball, Jack Smith, Chuck Pavlik, Scott Starkey, 
Cam Parry, Bruce McIntosh, Craig Busack, Carl Schreck 

ODFW Staff:  Heather Thomas, Scott Patterson, Ryan Couture, Kevin Goodson, Joseph O’Neil 

OSU Staff:  David Noakes 

Public:  Nancy MacHugh, Carl Finley 

Introductions and Opening Remarks 

 
OHRC Updates – Dr. David Naokes 
Dr. Noakes provided an update on ongoing research projects, recent presentations and publications he’s 
done, and a summary of funding requests that have been submitted to various funding sources.   
Peter Tronquet requested a more detailed update on the Alsea River steelhead angler study.  Dr. Noakes will 
have Marc Johnson follow up with Peter. 
 
Board Vacancy – Bruce McIntosh 
There were 6 applications received for the Independent Scientist position.  Director Melcher will be reviewing 
the applications to make an appointment over the next few weeks.   
 
There are a few board member terms expiring in July of this year.  Bruce will be contacting those board 
members to see if they are interested in being re-appointed for another term.   
 
OHRC Outreach –  
Lindsay Ball requested to have an OHRC outreach discussion on the agenda for the next board meeting.  He 
attended a rotary meeting in Pendleton that had roughly 200 people in attendance, and he found that no one 
there new about OHRC.  He feels it’s important to get the word out about the research center and all the 
good work that is going on in an effort to gain more statewide interest and support.   
 
Scott Starkey agreed that outreach is important.  To help in this effort he has facilitated having Dr. Noakes 
attend next month’s monthly meeting with Douglas county timber companies to give a presentation about 
OHRC.    
 

Update from Board Members 

 
Cam Parry – 
Cam thanked Scott Starkey for being a guest on his radio show last week.  He did a great job talking about 
OHRC.  Peter Tronquet inquired about the possibility of hearing the audio from the show.  Cam will look into 
getting the audio file and sending it out to board members.   
 
Scott Starkey – 
Attended the Hatchery vs Wild symposium put on by Oregon AFS.  It was two days full of very informative 
presentations that showcased how much research is being done throughout Oregon and Washington on the 
hatchery vs wild issues.  Peter Tronquet also attended and agreed it was a great event.   
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Cam Parry –  
An upcoming conference that he would recommend attending is the 33rd Annual Salmonid Restoration 
Conference in Santa Rose, CA that is scheduled for March 11 – 14, 2015.  More information can be found on 
the web at http://calsalmon.org/conferences/33rd-annual-salmonid-restoration-conference 
   

Legislative Update 

 
A hearing has not yet been scheduled for the Board to present the OHRC Annual Report.  Staff will let the 
Board know as soon a date has been set.   
 
House Bill 3012 would establish an OHRC fund that would be used for research projects, and a hatchery 
construction fund.  It would also establish a surcharge on angling licenses and additional commercial ad 
valorem catch fee on salmon and steelhead, with the funds collected going into the OHRC fund.  
 
In general the Board supported the additional research funds, but there were some questions about what the 
hatchery construction fund would be used for.  Lindsay Ball said it was important for the Board to be on the 
same page and support the Bill in unison for it to succeed.  Peter Tronquet voiced his support if the funds go 
to research, but would not support any funds going to hatcheries.  Cam Parry pointed out that the Bill will see 
many revisions as it works through the process.  He feels strongly that with the diversity of the Board, the Bill 
will get to a place where the Board can unanimously support it.  A hearing has not been scheduled for HB 
3012, but staff will let the Board know when it does. 
 

OHRC Annual Report 

 
Flow charts and final budgets have been finalized in the OHRC Annual Report.  The report is now finalized 
and ready to be presented to the legislature.   
 

Board presentation to the legislature 

 
Lindsay Ball suggested the Board start working on their presentation now, since it will likely be a very short 
timeframe between when it’s scheduled and when it takes place.  The hearing will be a lot like last year, with 
the Chair and Co-Vice-Chairs presenting.  Cam Parry asked that if the Board members had anything they’d 
like included in the oral presentation to let him know. 
 

OSU Genetics Lab 

 
Dr. David Noakes and Dr. Michael Banks have submitted a proposed Priority Faculty position to the OSU 
College of Agricultural Sciences for a Salmon Genomics position.  The position would be located at the 
Hatfield Marine Science Center as part of the new genetics lab that OSU is hoping to build.  Anyone wishing 
to offer a letter of support can send one to Dr. Gil Syliva at OSU. 
 
Motion:  
Lindsay Ball motioned that the Board provide a letter of support for a geneticist position in conjunction with 
OSU.   
 
Discussion: 
Carl Schreck feels that in order for ODFW to get the benefit they are hoping for out of this position, it needs to 
be an ODFW position at least in part.  He thinks it would work best if it’s structured like the fish pathologists 
ODFW currently has, which are employed by ODFW but housed at the OSU facility.   
 
Vote: 
Motion passed unanimously; 7:0. 
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Public Comment 

No public comment 

Adjourn 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 12:04 pm.   

   
 


